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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Extinction Rebellion, Orkney 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principles of sustainable development and the principles outlined by the Committee on 
Climate Change appear sound and comprehensive and if enacted fully could form the basis 
of a green recovery for Scotland.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The following issues are particularly relevant to Orkney and include areas where the 
percentage of targets met for emission cuts for Scotland have been low (agriculture 28%, 
residential 21% and transport 3 %).1  

Housing - There is a high level of fuel poverty in Orkney. An extension of schemes which 
maximise fuel efficiency in both current and new build housing would be beneficial to 
individuals in lower fuel bills and would also help to tackle the carbon reduction targets, as 
well as providing jobs, all of which would benefit the community as a whole. At present it 
seems that financial incentives may be insufficient and tend to require individual households 
to act. Projects to drive forward a range of home energy efficiency measures (e.g. insulation, 
heat pumps, solar panels, community battery storage) on a larger scale in the community 
with adequate funding and grants would be needed.  

Orkney has a high population of older people so more accommodation may need to be built 
to meet their needs, possibly on the eco Co-Housing model already being planned in St 
Margaret's Hope. This model encourages mutual aid and support which could reduce the 
dependence on local care services  

Transport – The carbon releases associated with transport, both within the county and in 
bringing essential goods to and from Orkney, is significant. Public transport in Orkney is 
limited. Buses are old and very expensive and there is a very limited service to many 
communities.  

• Although in the short term, use of public transport is understandably discouraged  for 
health reasons due to COVID 19, there needs to be a significant investment in public 
transport within the islands of Orkney to encourage more people to leave their cars at 
home, when COVID 19 guidance allows. This means investment in buses powered by 
renewable sources, but it must also mean more bus routes and more regular buses, 
and it must mean a significant cut in ticket prices. This would lead to a saving with 
fewer vehicles on the road, so less money would need to be spent on maintaining the 
roads. 

                                            
1 https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2018/8/21/The-Climate-Change--
Emissions-Reduction-Targets---Scotland--Bill) 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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• An upgrade to internal ferry services – fuelled by renewable resources – and the 
possible development of electric planes to provide inter-island flights is needed.  

• Orkney lends itself to increased use of electric cars – we can only travel short 
distances within the islands. Schemes to make electric cars more affordable and to 
develop more car sharing schemes (where COVID 19 guidance permits this), such as 
the trials through Co Wheels. There is a need to address the problem of charging 
electric vehicles, especially where homes have only on street parking. Following the 
increase in cycling and walking during the lockdown, more measures to sustain 
walking and cycling for all ages and backgrounds for shorter journeys would be 
beneficial, especially in Orkney on the road between Kirkwall and Stromness. 

• Improvements are needed in the transport system between Orkney and the Scottish 
mainland and the Central Belt: renewals of the ferries, improvements to the train 
services ensuring a linked up transport service 

Broadband – The COVID-19 Pandemic has shown that not all workers need to travel to work 
every day. A key factor that restricts working at home, especially in the smaller islands in 
Orkney, is the lack of broadband bandwidth and other technology, so this would need to be 
addressed. 

Agriculture - This is a key industry in Orkney and schemes to support current sustainable 
farming and promote and develop this further are needed. Agricultural policy which will 
change post Brexit also provides an opportunity to change land use, and make decisions 
predicated on their climate impact, for example subsidising farming methods and production 
that have a low carbon footprint 

Local food supplies – The COVID-19 crisis exposed problems with current food supply 
chains. In Orkney, and other areas, support for more food growing schemes, more community 
gardens is necessary:  schools must be supported to grow much vegetables and herbs; seed 
and plant swapping schemes, the encouragement of wildlife and bee / insect friendly 
gardening could be promoted.  

Employment – High levels of unemployment are predicted as a result of the COVID-19 crisis. 
In addition people working in particular sectors, such as the oil and gas industry, will be 
adversely affected by a Green Recovery and a transition to a net zero carbon economy. 
Professor David Flynn, of Heriot Watt University has highlighted the threat posed to rural 
economies post lockdown for COVID-19; he estimates some 3,000 jobs may be lost and that 
monies coming into Orkney may be halved. Creation of jobs and training in the new 
technologies and in the environment would help to provide valuable new jobs, and attract 
money and investments, as well as providing a longer term greener sustainable 
future.  energyvoice.com/otherenergy/248360/green-energy-key-to-restoring-economy-post-
pandemic/ It is vital to provide alternatives to those currently or previously working in the oil 
and gas industries too and to attract and keep young people in Orkney.   

Orkney’s contribution -  A world leader in the research, development and use of renewable 
energy sources, including tidal energy and use of hydrogen as a fuel, Orkney can provide 
and help to develop solutions to reducing carbon emissions. However, the islands currently 
lack the means to export energy generated here and this would need to be addressed 
urgently. There are significant opportunities to develop the resources and expertise in Orkney 
with the right regulatory environment, and to encourage community engagement, 
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employment and ownership of the same.  For more detailed information on renewable energy 
projects in Orkney: http://www.oref.co.uk. ReFLEX Orkney is a good example of a community 
energy project. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

We need a Green New Deal for Scotland, providing a vision and a practical way forward that 
has broad support in Scottish society and amongst our political leaders. An example of a plan 
for this is the costed plan in the report Our Common Home, produced by Common Weal:  
commonweal.scot/our-common-home. 

A timely dialogue between government and the people is required. People need to be 
engaged with the benefits of a green recovery in tackling both the climate emergency and 
the economic fallout from the COVID-19 crisis, for example, through the generation of jobs 
and the retraining and reskilling of workers who may find themselves unemployed. 

The inclusion of the commitment to hold a Citizens Assembly in the Climate Change 
(Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019 was welcome and it is hoped that the 
current Citizens Assembly will have the opportunity to address the issue of the climate 
emergency and a green recovery.  

Enabling local communities to have governance and control over community projects 
promoting the green recovery would be beneficial for engagement e.g. community owned 
energy generation projects.  

The Scottish National Investment Bank, if provided with sufficient resources, could play a 
significant role in funding projects which are tackling net zero carbon targets. 

Equity must be at the heart of any transition steps, with comprehensive impact assessments 
at every stage to ensure equity. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

In order that our recovery is sustainable and does not involve supporting projects that will 
undermine Scotland’s environmental resilience, funding should only be granted to projects 
that will reduce our carbon footprint. For example this should include public procurement 
contracts must be consistent with carbon reduction targets, i.e. joined up policy. This will 
prevent costs being accrued due to one sector having to pick up the costs from other sectors. 

The Climate Coalition plan for a Greener, Fair and Healthy Recovery proposes the adoption 
of a Net-Zero Finance Plan to finance the decarbonisation of transport, power, industry, 
agriculture and buildings. A net-zero rule, ensuring that finance for businesses must be 
conditional on plans and action to align with net- zero targets. It recommends that this rule to 
be independently verified and monitored by the Committee on Climate Change and the Office 
for Budget Responsibility. This approach should be endorsed. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/5eec99dff809127782
261619/1592564208100/Green+recovery+plan+final+1.pdf. 

 

http://www.oref.co.uk/
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General response 

The following relates to issues not specific to Orkney - 

Land use is both a significant contributor, and a potential sink for greenhouse gases. 
Restoration of peat bog areas provides for a substantial carbon 
sink:  https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/peatlands-store-twice-much-
carbon-all-worlds-forests and large areas of land in Scotland have been drained and 
degraded as a result. There is potential to restore this valuable asset at minimal cost. Forestry 
is a commercial asset, a recreational resource and contributes to enhanced biodiversity 
through rewilding can and should be promoted as a carbon sink: 
https://www.unece.org/forests/outlook/carbonsinks.html.  

Carbon sequestration can be optimised by land management. There is evidence voluntary 
agreements are ineffective where other commercial interests are at play, as in the 
management of grouse moors. Legislation and optimal management would be a suitable 
alternative:  https://www.gwct.org.uk/wildlife/research/upland-biodiversity/heather-burning-
its-impacts-on-peat-formation-and-carbon-storage/  and https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-
change/friends-earth-sparks-moorland-burning-investigation. 

Wildlife, Environment and Ecosystems 

Adequate monitoring, funding and protection will ensure existing habitats and species 
(terrestrial and coastal), already under threat from climate change, development and pollution 
are maintained, protected and enhanced. 

Such measures may include: the creation of wildlife corridors - linking and extending existing 
sites; more hedge and tree planting in appropriate areas; better protection of watercourses 
to help prevent soil erosion, run-off and the stabilising of banks; greener fish farming to reduce 
disease and pollution; better protection of Marine Conservation Zones. There are 
opportunities to involve schools and communities in this conservation work. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/peatlands-store-twice-much-carbon-all-worlds-forests
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/peatlands-store-twice-much-carbon-all-worlds-forests
https://www.unece.org/forests/outlook/carbonsinks.html
https://www.gwct.org.uk/wildlife/research/upland-biodiversity/heather-burning-its-impacts-on-peat-formation-and-carbon-storage/
https://www.gwct.org.uk/wildlife/research/upland-biodiversity/heather-burning-its-impacts-on-peat-formation-and-carbon-storage/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change/friends-earth-sparks-moorland-burning-investigation
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change/friends-earth-sparks-moorland-burning-investigation

